
INTRODUCTION
Do you remember the day you realized you were not 

invincible? I do. It was the day I miscarried. We went to our 
eight-week ultrasound appointment and saw our baby was 
merely the size of a six-week-old. At that point, I learned two 
lessons. I am not in control and the career I had worked so 
hard for meant little to me without my loved ones nearby. I 
did not want to make it big as a news anchor anymore. I did 
not want to sit at the news desk with not a single hair out of 
place. I wanted to curl up in a ball and never leave my bed. I 
wanted one thing. I wanted our baby. 

One year later, love came crashing into my heart like a big 
RFHDQ�ZDYH�ZKHQ�,�ÀUVW�VDZ�P\�VRQ��7KH�RXWSRXULQJ�HPRWLRQ�
I had for this little boy who depended on me for his survival 

was endless. What was even 
more shocking was what 
happened when I had my 
second — my daughter. I was 
worried I would not love her 
as much. However, that little 
girl looked at me and her an-
gelic expression reached into 
the depths of my soul. Both 
babies changed everything. I 
would forever live my life for 
them. 

While I clearly adored my 
new role as a stay-at-home 
mother, I found myself gravi-
tating back toward the televi-
VLRQ�DV�QHZV�VWRULHV�ÁDVKHG�
on the black box. I began 
thinking about the days when 
I sat in front of the bright 
lights and camera with the 

red light signaling we were “On Air.” It was the day-to-day 
stuff I missed — intensely investigating a hunch, that sense 
of accomplishment for the stories I wrote and the people I 
had interviewed. However, I knew that I did not want to leave 
P\�FKLOGUHQ��+RZ�WKHQ��FRXOG�,�ÀQG�DQ�HTXLOLEULXP�ZLWK�WKLV�
tug-of-war being played inside of my heart?

I began to write in my journal while at home with my 
kiddos. Ever since I was a little girl, I have kept a journal. I 
KDYH�D�ER[�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�WKH�MRXUQDOV�WKDW�,�VFULEEOHG�LQ�WKURXJK-
out the years. I love to write. It is as therapeutic for me as 
meditating was for Buddha. So when my mom came up with 
the idea to write a column for our newspaper about ordinary 
neighbors who have extraordinary stories, I was intrigued. 
What a great way for me to be a stay-at-home mom, while 
also being able to write news stories. 

When I approached the editor for our local newspaper, 
KH�DVNHG��´'R�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�FRXOG�ÀQG�D�QHLJKERU�WR�ZULWH�
about each week?”
´$EVROXWHO\�µ�,�FRQÀGHQWO\�VDLG�ZKLOH�FRQFHDOLQJ�P\�

uncertainty. I had no idea whether I could write a weekly 
column or how long I could keep it up. 

So it began. I interviewed each neighbor around 4:30 p.m., 
when my husband would get home from work to watch the 
kids. The following day, I would write each article during 
WKH�NLGV·�QDS�WLPH�DQG�HPDLO�WKH�ÀQLVKHG�FRS\�WR�P\�HGLWRU��
,�ZDV�D�ZRUNLQJ�PRP�ZKR�QHYHU�KDG�WR�JR�LQWR�WKH�RIÀFH��,�
was able to have my cake and collect my sweet babies’ kisses, 
too. 

While I was so happy to have the best of both worlds, I 
began to realize something. As I conducted our interviews, 
sometimes I would laugh and sometimes I would cry. But ev-
ery time — every time I interviewed a neighbor — I gained 

Low point in her life
inspired ‘Neighbor’
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insight. I learned about character. I learned about leadership. 
I learned about the importance of parents and the harmoni-
ous relationships that inspire us all. I realized I wanted to do 
WKH�VDPH��,�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�DV�FRXUDJHRXV�DV�WKH�ÀUH�FKLHI�DQG�
as happy as the three-time cancer survivor. I wanted to be as 
creative as the inventor and as brave as the retired Brigadier 
General. I yearned to have the wisdom of the loving mother 
DQG�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�HLJKW\�ÀYH�\HDU�ROG�ZRPDQ�NQRZQ�
around the world. 

Alas, I cannot be all of those people. I never may likely be. 
The best way I know how to inspire others as much as they 
have inspired me is to do what I have done since I was a little 
girl — write. So without further ado, here is a glimpse into 
each neighbor’s soul. Each one is special in his or her own 
right.

— Jill Osborn

‘Neighbors’ column collection is now a book
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with me once we sit down. 
After writing and rewriting 
their story to be printed, I nat-
urally think about them after 
the article is published. The 
book signing has been an ex-
traordinary experience in that 
I have been able to reconnect 
and literally hug neighbors I 
have not seen in a year. It has 
been a great gift.”

She has produced a column 
every week for two years 
with a two-week absence 
when she had her second 
child.

Putting about 100 columns 
into a book proved impos-
sible.

“Originally, I had about 30 
FKDSWHUV� ZLWK� WKH� ÀUVW� WKLUW\�
neighbors. However, I was 
advised to break the book 
down into several chapters. 
As a result, I couldn’t just 
XVH�WKH�ÀUVW����SHRSOH��,�KDG�
to meet the criteria of each 
chapter. Without a doubt, that 
was the greatest challenge 
because I wanted so dearly to 
include all the neighbors … 
However if I included every-
one, I would be publishing a 
book the size of a dictionary. 
Plus, I must save some for the 
second edition,” she said.

Her book is available on 
Amazon.com or by down-
load to Kindle. An Ordinary 
Town: Extraordinary Neigh-
bors can also be bought at 
7KH� &RXULHU� RIÀFH� VWDUWLQJ�
next Wednesday. You can 
also buy a book at the book 
VLJQLQJ�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�)ULGD\�RI�
December from 4:30-6:30 at 
the Clemmons Civic Club on 
0LGGOHEURRN�5RDG��)RU�PRUH�
information, visit Jill’s blog 
at MuchAdoAboutMothering.

com

She also will talk about 
the book signing on WXII’s 
morning show the Sunday af-
ter Thanksgiving. 

(Editor’s Note: Below is the introduction from Jill Osborn’s 

book.)

Jill Osborn

Three Clemmons business-
es — Clemmons Gymnastics, 
Advance Dance and Cut ‘n 
Up Hair Salon are participat-
LQJ�LQ�D�IRRG�GULYH�WR�EHQHÀW�
WKH� �&OHPPRQV�)RRG�3DQWU\�
Nov. 25-Dec. 20. Non perish-
able food supplies are being 
collected at the stores.
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Berczck, Nguyen
win football contest
By Dwight Sparks
The Clemmons Courier

Gentle Readers, during 
Appalachian State Univer-
sity’s worst football season in 
two decades, the Mountain-
eers were still good enough 
to swarm my Western Caro-
lina Catamounts on Saturday. 
Maybe it’s a good thing the 
“rivalry’ is coming to an end.

The smart money was on 
Appalachian among our con-
test players.

GINNY BERCZECK, 
COME ON DOWN! Sweet 
Ginny missed only three 
JDPHV�³�DOO� LQ� WKH�1)/�³�
and used the tie breaker to 
FODLP�ÀUVW�SODFH��

Second: TUAN NGUYEN, 
COME ON DOWN! Tuan, 

our Las Vegas, Nev., connec-
tion, showed his gambling 
VNLOOV�E\�ÀQLVKLQJ�VHFRQG��+H�
and Ginny missed the same 
games, but their tie breaker 
was eight points apart.

Now for our coveted non 
cash awards ...

CLOSE BUT NO CIGAR 
AWARD for missing four — 
&KULV� :ULJKWV�� /\OH� 3ÀQJVW��
Tom Reebel, Max Brunswick, 

BASKETBALL AWARD 
for missing the most — Ken 
+HVWHU� DQG�7UH\�&UXWFKÀHOG��
for missing 10 games.

The Texas A&M and Bay-
lor losses were among the 
most-missed games of the 
week in the college ranks.

This week’s games feature 
a lot on in-state rivalry games 
— Duke vs. UNC, Oklahoma 

v. Oklahoma State, Alabama 
v. Auburn.

WELCOME BACK 
AWARD goes to former West 
)RUV\WK�FRDFK�'HQQ\�=HLWHUV��
who led the Titans to within 
10 seconds of a state cham-
pionship in 1990. He was at 
)ULGD\� QLJKW·V� JDPH� URRWLQJ�
again for the Titans. Zeiters 
was also a big football con-
test fan, entering faithfully 
every week under his daugh-
ter’s name and getting re-
ally upset if anybody picked 
against West.
)LQDOO\�� *HQWOH� 5HDGHUV��

take the extra copies of the 
contest slate to the Thanks-
giving table on Thursday and 
have the entire family enter 
the contest. 

We are thankful for you.

��ORFDO�ÀUPV
collecting for 
Food Pantry

7KH�FRYHU�RI�-LOO�2VERUQ·V�ERRN�LV�VKRZQ�DERYH�


